4<5                        The Rise of Russia in Asia

became the favorite advisers of the sovereign, "Bayonets, not diplo-
mats, have made Russia; by bayonets, and not by diplomatic pens,
must the Far Eastern problem be solved," declared Minister Plehve
in 1903.

There were voices, however, even among Russian officialdom,
determinedly opposed to expansionist trends in the Far East. Some
saw no reason to court conflict with China and no necessity to ac-
quire lands at her expense; others wanted Russia's energies mar-
shaled for action in Europe. Some of the latter, like Professor
Fiodor Martens and Ambassador Roman Rosen, were prevented
from rising to leading positions and, on the whole, their views were
frowned upon in official circles, In his memoranda, Professor Mar-
tens, the leading expert in Far Eastern affairs in the Foreign Minis-
try, depicted China as a land exploited and oppressed by Britain and
France. He believed that Russia, unlike Britain and other imperial-
ist powers, should seek the creation of an independent, sovereign,
and strong China:

The great power [he said] which is more than any other interested in
maintaining the integrity of China is Russia. For the western European
states, China is a colony which must be exploited by all possible means,
whereas for Russia, China is a great neighbor, entitled to an independ-
ent existence. The integrity of Chinese territory . . . must constitute
a law for the states of Europe and the United States.17

Ambassador Rosen in 1900 presented a memorandum to his
superiors in which he said,

Russia is an immense and overgrown empire. One part of it, in Europe,
is still underpopulated, and the other, a far greater part, in Asia, can
hardly be caEed populated at all in proportion to its colossal extent.
Could territorial expansion in the Far East be considered a legitimate
aim of our policy and could its achievement in any way benefit the
State and promote the welfare of the people?.

Rosen summed up his view:

The acquisition of any new territory in the Far East at such an enor-
mous distance from the centre of the Empire could only contribute an
additional weakening element to a position already precarious enough
and maintained less by actual power than by prestige.
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